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0 MNew York-based interior designer Purvi Padia
founded her design firm on the idea that luxury and
+1 style are available to everyone, and can vary
depending on the project or person. Thinking of these
0 concepts as creative works of art, she merges
eI meodern and traditional concepts and designs to
- create beautiful interiors for her clients.
0 Many of Purvi's clients are based in New York, and
Email her designs reflect the need for serenity amidst the

hustle and busile of the city. Presenting interiors that
are a reflection of the city, yet simultanecusly a refuge
from its more overwhelming tendencies, Purvi creates
homes that are balanced, serene, and positively
gorgeous.

50 f W Purvi recently took time out of her schedule — she's
just about to take maternity leave — to chat with us
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0 ' CasaSugar: You were born in New York City, and
= F f moved back there from the Midwest. How does
+1 1 your identity as a New Yorker guide your
designs?
0
Purvi Padia: In my opinion, NYC is full of
Fomnent nontraditional beauty, both in its architecture and its
residents. Beautiful disarray is everywhere and
0 imperfection is what makes things interesting. My
Email designs are never perfectly matchy or super-refined
— there is always a touch of warmth and an
unexpected point of interest to keep things eclectic. |
feel so lucky to have the most amazing city in the
world as a daily inspiration.
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CS: Are there any projects in particular that you
most enjoy tackling?

PP: | think projects of all scopes can have unigue
challenges and rewards, but | especially love when |
get into a project early, either new construction or
when a client is starting from scratch. Having a blank
canvas to work with is tremendously freeing (and
funl). With these projects | can really get into the nitty-
gritty of getting 1o know the ciient, and this heips
ensure that we'll be able fo create something special
and ideally suited to them.
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0 CS: Your color palettes in some of your New York
projects borrow from nature, with neutrals
+1 dominating for a serene effect. Do you use these
calmer colors to help balance the hectic lives/ feel
0 of the city and your clients' lives? What about
2
e these colors most appeals to you?
PP: Yes, absolutely. Your home should be your
0 haven. Regardless of your aesthetic, you should walk
g9 Y Y
Email in the door and feel an instant sense of calm — even

if the world around you is chaotic (as it usually is in
NYC!). Neutral colors and organic, natural accents
immediately ground a space in a kind of serenity. |
also love the idea of starting with a neutral palette
and then letting the accessories be the statement
pieces.
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0 CS: How do you balance more traditional and
modern elements in your designs?
+1
PP: | think it's so important to mix moedern and
0 traditional elements to create original spaces. | never
want my designs to look like a showroom. | want
LORment them to look and feel like homes, and in a home there
are different personalities and moods and these
0 should be reflected in the design.
Email : : .
Adding a vintage piece or a modern take on a
traditional item (such as a washed-out antique rug) is
what makes a space interesting. It's crucial to get the
balance right though. Too many or too few of these
kinds of accents can totally throw off the harmony. |
have a few go-to sources for fabulous accents.
Online, you can often find great pieces at a great
price at One Kings Lane. In New York, | visit Abhaya,
Andrianna Shamaris, and Ochre when I'm on the hunt
for really special pieces.
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0 CS: What's been a memorable challenge you've
had to face on a design project?
+1
PP: | had a client this year who was moving to a
0 larger space but wanted to keep much of his existing
furniture. It was very difficult to create a fresh
Fomnent aesthetic while incorporating so many pieces from his
past. To overcome this, we used color theory to
0 develop a palette that worked for both the existing
pieces and the new additions. We played with
proportion so that the eye was drawn to the new
pieces first. And we invested in eye-catching window
treatments and wall coverings to transform the space.
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0 CS: Whose home would you most love to
decorate?
+1
' PP: This is a tough one! There are so many people
0 whose style inspires me and it would be such an
honor to take them through the creative process to
o create their ideal home.
0 However, | think the most rewarding projects are
= those in which the clients don’t have an overt style —
meal

maybe they aren’t even sure what they want at the
outset of a project — and you really have to work
hard to get to know them, uncover their creative side,
and then design a space that is stylish, functional,
and feels true to them.
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0 3 : CS: What trends for 2012 are you embracing?

- Which ones do you think will stand the test of
+1 time?
PP: My two favorite trends are the Morocean
0 y

influence we are seeing in design right now and the
prevalence of nature-inspired wall coverings. | think
both of these add interest to a space without being
overwhelming. The Morcccan influence gives us a
way to add color and interesting patterns to a space

50 while the organic-feeling wall coverings add a huge
dose of warmth and comfort.

EiLike
| think that both of these can stand the test of time as
1 J —-— long as they are used judiciously.
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0 CS: Is there any dream project you have your eye
on?
+1
PP: I'm actually working on a dream project right now:
0 my own home. We are moving to a new apartment in
a couple weeks to accommaodate our growing family
and designing it has been such an amazing, creative
1 process. It is definitely a work in progress, but being
able to do what | love for the people that | love is truly
W Twsat a magnificent experience!
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0 CS: Is there any designer advice you could offer
CasaSugar's home decor enthusiasts?
+1
PP: The most important thing to remember in design
0 is to have funl! Interior design is about creating a
space that makes you feel happy, comfortable, and at
ZOmment ease. Experiment with color, texture, and proportion.
If you're stuck, a good way to get the creative juices
0 flowing is to envision your favorite outfit, piece of
jewelry, piece of art, etc., and figure out what you love
A0 about it.
Try to create those same elements in your space.
EiLike And keep in mind that you don't have to do a total
overhaul to refresh a room — a change of throw
1 pillows, one fabulous piece, adding wall coverings or
new accessories are just a few of the many ways to
¥ Tweet quickly and effectively reinvigorate your home.
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0 CS How does your background in style and
beauty influence your interior design process?
+1
PP: It plays a huge role, actually. Interior design is, in
0 essence, an extension of personal style. Just as
people use fashion and beauty to convey a certain
LORment style and feel a certain way, interior design can
communicate an attitude, a feeling. Many of the
1 concepts used to create interesting fashion/beauty
design overlap in interiors — color, texture,
o Tweet proportion, and pattern, just to name a few. And many
of the strategies are similar as well; for example,
0 mixing high- and low-end pieces, adding a pop of
color to an otherwise neutral palette, and including
D it one crazy, eclectic piece in an understated
landscape.
@ lt was a very seamless transition to go from fashion
Submit and beauty to interior design — you just have a larger
canvas to work with!
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